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42 in. 
button 
height 

ADA Compliance 

10 ft. minimum 
button separation 

Adjacent to 
landing 

5 ft. max offset from 
crosswalk edge 

1.5 ft. to 10 ft. 
from back of curb 
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Locating APS Pushbuttons 



• Lists the requirements the Contractor must 
meet in installing compliant APS and curb 
ramps 

• Requires Contractor to confirm the spec will be 
met before proceeding with construction 

• Coordination will be needed between electrical 
and flat-work contractors 

• Non-compliant work will be redone at 
Contractor’s expense 

• Contractor will notify project staff if facilities 
cannot be constructed in a compliant manner 
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Specification 1803 – ADA Requirements 



• Base must be cast in place to match the 
elevation of the surrounding sidewalk 

• The face of the push button must line up with 
the crosswalk edge – To accomplish this screw 
the pole into the base tight and then mark the 
mounting location that will result in proper 
button face orientation 

• Location requirements are listed in 1803 
• Intersection detail will show push button 

location and new plans will provide horizontal 
coordinates for PB stations to be staked by a 
surveyor 
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Push Button Station 
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Push Button Station 
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Push Button Station 
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Push Button Station 



• Horizontal coordinates will be provided for 
poles, pedestals, and PB stations  

• If the staked location will not work (utilities, etc.) 
Contractor will work with MnDOT staff to 
determine an appropriate location 

• Contractor is still responsible for verifying the 
proposed location meets the 1803 requirements 
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Plan Sheets 



• Sample Signali Intersection Plan sheet 
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Push Button Station 



• When plans call for push buttons to be placed 
on signal and/or pedestal poles the elevation of 
the proposed adjacent sidewalk landing is 
critical – 42 Inch PB height 

• Electrical contractor will need to work with the 
flat-work contractor to determine what the finish 
grade of the sidewalk will be 

• If a push button will be mounted on a signal 
pole, the top of the foundation cannot be 
greater than 8 inches above the finish grade of 
the sidewalk, otherwise the button height will 
not be acceptable 

• Must still be 17-19 feet from roadway surface to 
bottom of signal head – Pole Foundation Std Pl 
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Push Buttons on Signal/Pedestal Poles 



• If pole foundation is installed too high or in the 
wrong location, contractor must provide an 
extra PB station or remove and reinstall signal 
pole foundation 

 
• When plans call for push buttons to be placed 

on pedestal pole, the contractor will need to 
know the finish grade of the sidewalk so that 
the pedestal base will be flush with the adjacent 
sidewalk 

11 

Push Buttons on Signal/Pedestal Poles 
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Push Buttons on Signal/Pedestal Poles 
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Push Buttons on Signal/Pedestal Poles 



Compliance Checklist 
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• MnDOT inspectors 
will check final 
product to ensure 
compliance 
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This is not accessible! 

Locating APS Pushbuttons 
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Must have a level landing 

Locating APS Pushbuttons 
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Locating APS Pushbuttons 



10 ft. minimum 
button separation 
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Compliant Installs 



1.5 ft. to 10 ft. 
from back of 
curb/edge of 
pavement 
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Compliant Installs 



Offset to crosswalk 
is greater than 5 ft. 
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Lessons Learned 



Pushbutton is too 
close to the roadway 
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Lessons Learned 



Pushbuttons are 
improperly oriented 
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Lessons Learned 



Landing is not 4 ft. long with 
push button centered on landing 
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Lessons Learned 



Pushbutton should be 
here 
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Lessons Learned 



Only 5 ft. of separation required in 
islands and medians 25 

Lessons Learned 



Maintain 4 ft. wide PAR 
at 2% max. cross slope 
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Lessons Learned 



Pushbutton is on 
the wrong side of 
the crosswalk 
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Lessons Learned 



Pushbutton is in the 
middle of the landing 
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Lessons Learned 



Signal Certification 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) 

Questions? 



http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ada/
training.html 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ada/training.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ada/training.html
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